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The 
Present 
Project

Keeping Kensington “Kensington:” 
Value and Affordability in Toronto’s 
Kensington Market
This two-year collaborative project between 

Ethnomusicology and the Anthropology 

Department’s Ethnography Lab aims to meet 

the resident-led activist organization Friends 

of Kensington Market (FOKM) and the 

Kensington Market Business Improvement 

Area’s (KMBIA) needs for research on the 

complex interplay of value, (un)affordability, 

and culture that challenges this distinctive 

Toronto neighborhood. 



The 
Present
Project

Faculty and graduate students in ethnomusicology and anthropology 
will conduct team ethnographic research and work collaboratively with 
FOKM and KMBIA to 

• (1) document what community members consider to make their 
neighborhood unique, valuable and worth defending; 

• (2) identify and contextualize the forces that support or threaten 

that uniqueness; 

• (3) create innovative forms of knowledge that represent the 
complex stakes of the changes facing Kensington Market; and 

• (4) persuasively communicate those stakes and values to city 
representatives and other local decision makers in ways that lend 
themselves to actions, events, processes and relationships that 
advance the organizations’ goals. 

The project’s first year is devoted to data collection; in the second year, 
we return the resulting research to community organizations for their 
use in advocacy, planning, and other initiatives. 

We anticipate the project will build FOKM and KMBIA’s capacity to 
direct and use research, articulate their concerns to varied audiences, 
and help extend their networks to other similarly-placed advocacy 

organizations both locally and nationally. 
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